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SAMPLE RESOLUTION TO INCREASE REGULAR PROPERTY TAX  
TO 101% AFTER PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET  

 
 
 
 

 

BUDGET/TAX HEARING PROCEDURE 

The major part of the budget process is the public hearing (RCW 84.55.120).  The 

hearing must include consideration of any increase of regular property tax revenue and it 

shall be held prior to the time the fire district/regional fire authority makes the request for 

setting the tax rate.   

The fire district/RFA should have a budget proposal drafted prior to this public 

hearing.  This hearing does not include levies which are assessed for bonds or excess regular 

property taxes approved by the voters.  The public hearing may be a stand-alone meeting and 

shall provide the opportunity for the public to comment on the proposed levy rates being 

considered by the board of commissioners/governance.  A single hearing may be held for 

both the budget process and for the consideration of setting your regular property tax rates 

based upon your current expense budget.   

The board shall adopt a resolution (see sample provided) to authorize the increase of 

one percent in taxes plus the addition of any new construction, increases in assessed 

valuation or improvements to property.  The resolution may be adopted for a two-year 

period.  
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SAMPLE RESOLUTION TO INCREASE REGULAR PROPERTY TAX  
TO 101% AFTER PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET  

  
______________________________ County FPD #_____ / RFA 

 
WHEREAS, the ______________________________ (County FPD _____/RFA) has properly given notice of the 
public hearing held _______________, 20_____ (date) to consider the ______________________________ 
(County FPD’s_____/RFA’s) current expense budget for _____ (year), pursuant to RCW 84.55.120; and 
 
WHEREAS, the ______________________________ (County FPD _____/RFA), after hearing, and after duly 
considering all relevant evidence and testimony presented, has determined that 
______________________________ (County FPD _____/RFA) requires an increase in property tax revenue from 
the previous year, in addition to the increase resulting from the addition of new construction and 
improvements to property and any increase in the value of state-assessed property, in order to discharge the 
expected expenses and obligations of ______________________________ (County FPD _____/RFA) and in its 
best interest; and 
 
WHEREAS, ______________________________ (County FPD _____/RFA) has determined that it is in the best 
interest of and necessary to meet the expenses and obligations of ______________________________ (County 
FPD _____/RFA) for the property tax revenue to be increased in each of the next two calendar years; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Fire Commissioners of ______________________________ 
(County FPD _____/RFA) that an increase in the regular property tax levy, in addition to any amount resulting 
from the addition of new construction and improvements to property and any increase in the value of state-
assessed property, is hereby authorized for the _____ (year) levy in the amount of $__________, which is a 
percentage increase of 101 percent from the previous year; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an increase in the regular property tax levy, in addition to any amount 
resulting from the addition of new construction and improvements to property and any increase in the value 
of state-assessed property, is hereby authorized for the _____(year) levy in the amount of $__________, which 
is a percentage increase of _____________ percent from the previous year.  
 
[For a taxing district with a population of less than ten thousand, the percentage increase shall not exceed 101 percent of 
the highest amount of regular property taxes that could have been lawfully levied in that taxing district in any year since 
1985; the percentage increase shall not exceed the “limit factor” which is the lesser of 101 per cent or one hundred percent 
plus inflation, of the highest amount of regular property taxes that could have been lawfully levied in that taxing district 
in any year since 1985.] 

 
Adopted at a meeting of the Board of Commissioners of ______________________________ (County FPD _____ 
/RFA) on this _____ day of ______________ 20_____. 
 
 
______________________________, Chair of the Board    ______________________________, Commissioner 
 
 
______________________________, Commissioner     ______________________________, Commissioner  
 
Attest: 
 
_______________________, Secretary to the Board 


